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Goals of the International Scholars Program (ISP)

· To prepare students for the study abroad experience
· To foster in students an appreciation for cultures other than their own

· To assist students in developing skills that will prepare them for careers in an increasingly interconnected world

The program enables participants to develop an individualized and enriched program of study through seminars, courses, activities and learning abroad.

Rationale:  We want to recognize a select group of students who wish to become active leaders in a national and global context.  Such students will be active learners who will have vision and awareness that the integration of international studies, language study, the acquisition of cross-cultural understanding and a period of education abroad during the undergraduate years will enable them to further these goals.  Dialogue with international scholars, cross-cultural training and experience living, working and studying abroad will be key characteristics of their experience.

Eligibility:  Applicants should be current members of Commonwealth Honors College or eligible for membership in Commonwealth Honors College.  They should complete the application for the International Scholars Program in the second semester of their freshman year and must spend an academic year or semester abroad during the junior year.  Applicants must have a cumulative GPA of 3.500 or higher and have a commitment to pursuing international experiences or studies that will provide a global context for both their course of study at UMass Amherst and their career paths.

Students must spend a minimum of one semester abroad (study or other certifying, credit-granting international experience, i.e., internship, research.  For a short-term program of at least four weeks, students may petition and propose additional enrichment work to qualify.

Application Deadline:  All application materials must be submitted by spring of the freshman year.  Submit applications to ISP Coordinator, Commonwealth Honors College, 504 Goodell.  Finalists will be interviewed.  Final selection will be contingent upon a review of the spring semester grades.

Curriculum:

1) Sophomore year
a) Honors  291I:  International Issues Seminar (2 crs)
b) Honors 291J:  Cross-Cultural Preparation Seminar (2 crs)
2)
Junior year:  study abroad for one or two semesters

3)
Senior year: Honors 491G:  Cross-cultural re-entry seminar and ISP project, fall semester
· All courses for the above requirements must be graded and must receive a grade of B or higher to be counted toward Honors College course requirements.

· Students in the program must plan to be at UMass Amherst for the fall semester of the senior

year.
APPLICATION

Application Deadline:  March 29, 2010
Instructions:  Please read the attached information sheet before filing an application.  Please fill out this application, attach the documents requested, and return all materials to the International Scholars Program Coordinator, Commonwealth Honors College, 504 Goodell.

Name:___________________________________
     SPIRE ID #:______________________________

Class Year:_______________________________
     Cumulative GPA:________________________

Local Address:





     Permanent Address:

________________________________________
     _______________________________________

________________________________________
     ________________________________________

Local or Cell Phone:_____________________________
     

Email (@student.umass.edu):  ________________________________________________________________

Major(s):________________________________
     Minor(s):  ______________________________

Languages you speak or have studied (and # years):  _____________________________________________

Native language other than English:  ___________________________________________________________
Please attach the following:

1.
An essay of no more than 750 words which tells us a little about yourself and explains why you want to be part of the International Scholars Program.  Include a summary of any previous international and/or cross-cultural experience.  Please be specific about language study you may wish to undertake and specific locations that you know you are interested in.

2.
A letter of reference from someone who knows you well.  This would come ideally, but not necessarily, from a professor, former teacher, or former supervisor of work or volunteer activities.  It is advisable that your referee indicate how long he/she has known you and in what capacity.  This letter should be attached to this application in a signed, sealed envelope or emailed to Delsey Thomas, ISP Coordinator. (dthomas@honors.umass.edu).

3.
An unofficial transcript for fall semester.

4.
Optional:  you may attach a copy of your résumé or curriculum vitae if you wish.
Final selection will be contingent upon a review of your spring semester grades
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