Honors 391D – Advanced Honors Seminar

Teach Your Dream Course; Share Your Passion
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Course Description

This one-credit course, which meets once a week for 50 minutes, is part of the Honors Seminar Series, required of all Commonwealth College students.  As the second and final component of the Series, students participate in a topical seminar-style course designed by its instructor.  While the subject matter of each section is different, at least one of the required assignments for each section will be the same (see below).  Every section is open to students of any major.  Advanced knowledge of the topic should not be necessary.
Goals

Advanced Honors Seminar is intended to prepare students for Capstone Courses, independent projects, graduate school, and the professional workplace.  It is also designed to facilitate contact between Commonwealth College students and departmental faculty in a small, seminar-style setting and to provide an intellectually stimulating, cross-disciplinary experience for both the faculty and students involved.
Curriculum Overview

The subject matter of each section is chosen by its instructor.  There is no restriction on the field or topic around which the course is centered, but all courses should be accessible to students from all majors; no advanced knowledge should be required. The point is to allow faculty members to create short, compelling courses in areas of personal interest to them and to teach courses they have always wanted to teach.  Examples of courses being offered for fall 2009 are listed below.

Faculty members may want to try out a new interdisciplinary research idea, use the course to refine research questions and hypotheses, or even conduct a pilot study.  They may also want to build the course around campus performances or speakers. 

The one required assignment consists of research inspired by the topic of the individual section culminating in an oral presentation to the class and a research paper or artifact such as a short story, painting, computer program, etc.

Compensation

Faculty teaching these seminars with enrollment of at least 15 students will receive a research stipend of $2000, which may be used for research expenses.  Enrollment is limited to 20.  Part of the stipend may also be used for enhancement of the educational experience in the seminar or for a social event connected with the seminar and involving all its participants. Faculty also have the option of donating the stipend to the Commonwealth College student research grant program. 

How to Apply

Please complete the following information and submit to Alex Phillips, alexwp@english.umass.edu.  If you have questions, call 577-4276.  We look forward to hearing from you.  Please note: this program depends upon next year’s Commonwealth College budget.
APPLICATION FOR SPRING 2010
Your name 


Email address ___________________________________________________________________

Department  


Rank___________________________________________________________________________

Proposed section title  


Course description (300 words max)
 

What text(s), films, recordings, etc. would you use in this course? 


What are your preferred teaching times?  Please rank three to five times in order of preference.

	Monday
	9:05-9:55 _____
	10:10-11:00 _____
	11:15-12:05 _____
	12:20-1:10 _____
	1:25-2:15 _____
	2:30-3:20 _____
	3:35-4:25 _____
	4:40-5:30 _____
	6:00- 6:50 _____ 
	7:00-7:50 _____

	Tuesday
	9:05-9:55 _____
	11:15-12:05 _____
	1:00-1:50 _____
	2:30-3:20 _____
	4:00-4:50 _____
	6:00-6:50 _____
	7:00-7:50 _____
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	9:05-9:55 _____
	10:10-11:00 _____
	11:15-12:05 _____
	12:20-1:10 _____
	1:25-2:15 _____
	2:30-3:20 _____
	3:35-4:25 _____
	4:40-5:30 _____
	
	

	Thursday
	9:05-9:55 _____
	11:15-12:05 _____
	1:00-1:50 _____
	2:30-3:20 _____
	4:00-4:50 _____
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	9:05-9:55 _____
	10:10-11:00 _____
	11:15-12:05 _____
	12:20-1:10 _____
	1:25-2:15 _____
	2:30-3:20 _____
	3:35-4:25 _____
	4:40-5:30 _____
	
	


SOME FALL 2009 391D SEMINARS:

Energy Solutions to Avert Planetary Disaster
Why is Renewable Energy Not a Reality Today?

Bodies and Boundaries: The Diversity of Human Biology

American Gangsters

The Beat Movement: On the Road and Howl

The Intellectual's Dilemma: Self, Society, and Worldview

Personal Geographies - Immigration and Identity in Literature

Science Stories: How Great Discoveries Are Made

The Cultural Icon and the Old Russian Icon

What is True?: The Documentary Films of Errol Morris

Mom, Dad, and the Kids: The Portrayal of Family in 20th Century Film and What It Means to Us Now

Energy, Water, and the Carbon Cycle: Global Climate Change

American Music as History, Politics and Metaphysics
The 2008 Federal Physical Activity Guidelines: How Much Exercise is Enough?

Through the Lens of a Cup: A Look at the World Through the Culture of Tea

Knowledge is Power: Battling Japanese Ghosts and Demons

Mental Health in the United States: Comparative Approaches

Visual Arts of the Mexican Renaissance, 1920-1940

Generational Cohorts: Values That Direct Behavior Throughout Life

Graphical Communication: Effective Display of Quantitative Information

Aging: Living Longer, Healthier, and More Meaningful Lives

Effective Teaching PK-16: What Works?

Intercultural Communication in Literature

Recipe for Change: Social Change through Cookbooks

